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      BOYD STANDS WITH AMERICA'S VETERANS

Administration's budget increases fees for veterans' healthcare

  
        
      

WASHINGTON, D.C.-Congressman Allen Boyd (D-North Florida), a member of the House Budget Committee, today criticized the Administration's Fiscal Year 2008 Budget for snubbing veterans by establishing a new enrollment fee and nearly doubling veterans' prescription co-payments.  

While the President's request boosts the Veterans Affairs (VA) budget by 19 percent overall, it also proposes a new enrollment fee structure, which would require some veterans to pay from $250 to $750 per year for VA medical services.  Additionally, the increased prescription co-payments would rise from $8 to $15 per prescription for certain veterans.

"With an overall increase in funds for the upcoming year, the VA budget looks like a step in the right direction at first glance, but this is clearly misleading with new fees and increased co-payments heaped onto our veterans," said Congressman Boyd.  "Probably the most disturbing aspect of the increased fees is that the proceeds would not go to the VA.  In other words, our veterans have nothing to gain from this proposal."  

This is the fifth year in a row that the Administration has proposed raising veterans' healthcare costs in its budget proposal.  In total, the Administration's Fiscal Year 2008 Budget would impose $4.9 billion in new enrollment fees and increased co-payments on prescription drugs on veterans over 10 years.  

"Members of Congress on both sides of the aisle have soundly rejected new enrollment fees and increased co-payments in the past, and including these fees is simply a tricky budgeting tactic that only undermines those who have defended our country," stated Boyd.  "When all is said and done, the President's budget is shortchanging our nation's heroes.  I intend to work with my colleagues in the House Budget Committee to restore fiscal responsibility while also upholding the promises we've made to our nation's veterans."
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